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1. General Information

Name (FAMILY NAME, First Name)

Van Larebeke Nicolas

Nationality

Belgian

2. Education

Medical doctor; PhD in Histological Sciences

3. Relevant employment

Present employment

Scientific collaborator, Department of
analytical and environmental chemistry

Previous relevant employment

Professor of Experimental Cancerology
Ghent University

Head of the Laboratory for Detection of
Carcinogens, Pasteur Institute, Brussels.

4. Relevant fields of in-depth expertise

Area of expertise

Description

Mutagenesis; Carcinogenesis; Low dose
effects ; human biomonitoring

I have worked on the genetic basis of the
crown gall tumor of plants induced by
Agrobacterium tumefaciens, on
environmental mutagenesis, on the
phenotypic properties of cancer cells,
especially on the motility and invasive
characteristics. Also on hormonal and
other biological and health effects of
pollutants as measured in the urine and
blood of subjects from the general Flemish
population.

5. Membership of relevant professional bodies




Belgian Superior Health Council

6. Other relevant information

Prof. Dr. Nik van Larebeke.

Born 21/08/1947.Graduated as medical doctor at Ghent University in 1972. Worked
with Marc Van Montagu and Jef Schell on the induction of tumours in plants. PhD
(1977): “Identification and study of an extrachromosomal genetic element
responsible for the tumour-inducing capacity of Agrobacterium tumefaciens. A
contribution to the study of the tumoural transformation of the cell.” Founded in
december 1978 the” Laboratory for Detection of Mutagens and Carcinogens” of the
Pasteur Institute in Brussels. Worked from 1984 to 1994 in the Laboratory for
Experimental Cancerology of Ghent University on the role of cell movements in the
malignant behaviour of cancer cells. At present Director of the Study Centre
“Carcinogenesis and Primary Prevention of Cancer” of the Medical Faculty of Ghent
University. Co-promotor of the Flemish pilot biomonitoring campaign in 1999. Co-
promotor and Spokesperson of the Flemish Centre for Environment and Health.
Chairman of the Commission for Health and Environment of the Flemish Health
Council. Member of the Board of the Flemish Institute for Technology Assessment.
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b. Projects
- Flemish Pilot Biomonitoring Project 1999-2000, two years, Flemish Community

- Charting of genotoxic and mutagenic activity in air and water in Flanders, 4 years,
Flemish Community

- Several projects for MIRA (Flemish Environment and Nature report), 3 years,
Flemish Environmental Protection Agency

-Promotor and Spokesman for the Flemish Environment and Health Centre,
organizing the Flemish biomonitoring Campaign, 2001-2006, Flemish Community
-Principal Promotor of the projects "Identification of indicators for the impact of
Endocrine disrupting substances" (2004-2005"), and "Evaluation of the air quality in
Flanders through effect measurements on environmental air (2004-2005) sponsored
by AMINAL (Flemish Administration).

- Copromotor of the project "Indicators for the health impact oof Polycyclic
Aromatic Hydrocarbons (2004-2006, ) sponsored by AMINAL (Flemish
Administration).

-Co-promotor of a project on the evaluation of environmental norms for the Flemish
Government (lyear, 2005) and participant in a Belgian Federal project on indicators
concerning the state of the environment (2005-2006).




-Advisor to the Flemish Environmental Protectioin Agency (since 1994) and to Biffa
Waste Services inc.concerning health effects in relation to a landfill (since 2002).

c. International Contacts

I have many contacts throughout the world in relation to environment and health.

| have participated in a workshop in the International Agency for Research on Cancer
as a representative of the European Commission. Belgian representative in the
"Technical Working Group on Environment and Health, Subgroup Childhood
Cancer", in the contextx of the “European Environment and Health Strategy”.
Together with Prof. Kirsi Vahékangas and a series of European Colleagues | tried to
set up a European project called "PAHnet - Molecular epidemiology of polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons™

| worked as scientific adviser to WWF with regard to their biomonitoring campaign
on European Politicians. 1 was a member of the "Scientific Comitee™” van de NATO
Advanced Research Workshop "Endocrine Disrupters and Carcinogenic Risk
Assessment”, Bialystok, Polen. | was designated as an advisor to the Center for
Environmental Oncology University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute.

My contacts include Prof. Dr Mantovani (),Prof. Dr. Jos Kleinjans (Maastricht
University), Prof Dr Kirsi Vdhdkangas (Universities of Kuopio and Oulu, Finland),
Prof. Dr. Vivian Howard ( University of Liverpool and of Dublin) Prof. Dr. James
Huff (National Institutes of Environmental Heaklth Sciences, USA), Dr. Kim Hooper
(Californian Environ,mental Protection Agency),

Dr. De Marini (U.S. Environmental Protectioin Agency), Dr. Devra Davis
(Pittsburgh University) and Dr. Linda Birnbaum (US EPA).

d. Scientific Services rendered to Society.

| was the first Medical Doctor in Belgium stressing the importance of somatic
mutations and occupational and environmental mutagens as causes of cancer. | have
been active since 1978 to increase awareness of consumers, workers and citizens in
general, amongst others as advisor to three big organizations in Belgium: the
Consumer organization “Test Aankoop”, the Socialist Labor Union and the Socialist
Party. In the period 1978-1983 I published seven papers in a Belgian Medical Journal
on a series of concepts important to Cancer Prevention. Since the mid 90’s I work to
introduce the concept of chemical-physical hygiene as a necessary condition for an
effective prevention of cancer.




